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Lawyers ot

Attomeys to
appeal decision
- to not return

+ Qircuit Court to
' Gourthouse

By Awyssa ScHNuce
 Staff Whiter

About 40 of Oxford’s attor-
3 neys passed a resolution Tuesday
in support of teturning -the
Lafayette County Circuit Court
back to .the Lafayette County
Courthouse ‘once renovations
ate complete.

Menibers of the Lafayette
‘County Bar Association met at
the Lafayette County Chancery
Building to discuss the deci-
sion announced Monday by
the Lafayette County Board of
Supervasors to move the Justice
Court to the iconic courthouse

instead of returning the Circuit

Court there, which has been
holding court there since the
late 1800s.

The resolution, passed unani-
mously, states the Bar believes
the supetvisors’ plan does not
provide for the highest quality
of justice, nor does it meet the
needs of all the parties involved
in the legal system.

The resolution alse points out,

that it was the intent of the
former Board of Supervisors to
return the Circuit Court back to
the courthouse sfter the renova-
tions were complete.

“Many resources have been
spent in an effort to equip the

0

,' Lafaye’tte County Courthotise _7
. for the necessaty technology

requirement for Circuit Court,

including video equxpment and

comptiter equipment,” the reso-
lution states. “Further, specif-
ic modifications -were made to
accommodate the detention of
prisoners ... thése resources will
be wasted as they are not need-
ed by ]ustlce Court and Drug
Court.”

In a 3-to-2 vote, the supervi-
sors approved a motion to move
the Justice and Drug courts to the
Lafayette County Courthouse,
along with allocating space for
civic "and ‘nonprofit organiza-
tions, including the -Heritage
Foundation and an office for the
U.S. House of Representatives
First Congressmnal D1str1ct seat
holder.-

Thete are also pIans to
housé an office for the Oxford-
Lafayette County - Chamber of

Commerce for a tourism center.
Supervisots Mike Pickéns and

Robert Blackmon voted against
the motion.

The Bar will also be filing a
motion to appeal the decision in
the Circuit Court. It has 10 days
from Monday to file the appeal.

“The Bat Association feels
that utilizing the Courthouse
for anything other than the
Lafayette County Circuit Court
is a waste of taxpayer dollars and
jeopardizes the safety of the pub-
lic,” said Bar president Brooke
Newman,

“Millions of taxpayer dollars
have been spent to renovate the
Courthouse specifically .for the
Circuit Court. Additionally, and
just as important, the Chancery

Court Bunldmg simply does not
have the security and safeguards
necessary to catry out the crimi-
nal: operanons of the- Cll‘CLilt
Court.”

Local- attorney Kevm Frye
called the supervisors' decision
“irresponsible and politically
motivated.”

“This is an issue of great
1mportance to all the lawyers in
this town,” he said.

Defending decision

Supetvisor and, board presi-
dent Lloyd, Oliphant said he
stands by his decision and that
he voted for what he felt was
best for Lafayette County on the
whole, and not ]ust one group of
people.

“I realized no matter how the
vote turned out, someone on the
other side would have discom-
fort,” he said this-morning.

“My decision was based on
saving the county money. We
do. not have to build another

building for the Justice Court,
~ although we have to do some

rearranging. At the end of the
day, the two jury-boxed court-
rooms and the office space we
have revived, will be 'more than
adequate, as much, if not more
50, thar all the other places the
Circuit holds court.”

Oliphant said while the court-
House has two courtrooms, one
of them is very small and not
adequate to hold circuit court
in.

“It's my desire to give evetry-
body who needs space, adequate
space,” Oliphant said. “I have to
watch out for the entire county
and the - entire county budget

ect to superv1sors
lans for county courthouse

and do what I feel is the best
thing for every citizen of this
county,”

The resolution called the deci-

* sion “based on polities.”

This is not the first run-in the
supervisors have had with the

Circuit Court since the term -

began in January. -

Earlier in the year, Supetvisors
Ray Sockwell Jr. and Robert
Blackmon said they had réceived
complaints against the two pyblic
defenders for Circuit Court ‘and
wanted to address the process of
hiring public defenders. Circuit
Court Judge Henry Lackey told
them it was his job to hire the
public defenders, via recommen-
dations for the Lafayette County
Bar.

Both Lackey and Circuit Judge

‘Andrew Howorth said they were

satisfied with the current public
defenders’ work,

Sockwell  asked County
Attorney David  O'Donnell
to contact the couiity Bar
Association and ask them to
send a list of recommended
attorneys.

As of this morning, no chang-
es have been made in the public
defender’s office.

In March, a supervisor
removed a coffee pot and tele-
vision from a room that is used
by the Circuit Clerk's Office to

serve jurors coffee and as a hold-

ing area for witnesses and defen- .

dants in criminal court proceed-
ings. It was unclear who moved
the items and for what reason,
but the discussion alluded to
it being someone seekmg office
space.

——alyssa@oxfmdeagle.com




